Historic church reborn by faithful work, prayers

BY MILES LAYTON
Editor

God has gained a new
place of worship on East
Church Street.

St. George's Orthodox
Church is about to get a new
home within the hlstorlc St.
John’s Church.

The ink is drying on the
deed that was transfen‘ed
-very recently from the EplS—
copal Diocese of East Caro-
-lina to St. George’s.

Tuesday morning, the
faithful gathered to com-
.memorate this event on the
steps of the new, well maybe
old, church.

“This is wonderful day
for Edenton,” said Sambo
Dixon, a key player in this
Godly endeavor. “Once
again the community has

-come together to ensure
.that an incredibly important
African-American landmark
.will not only be saved but
restored to the highest stan-
dards. The restoration  of
St. John's church is another
example of Edenton’s com-
mitment to making sure
that our African-American
built heritage is not lost but
saved and celebrated.”

Worth noting, the Chow-
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 Nesdey moming it Rec-
tor Malone Gilliam of $

-Paul's Episcopal Church
(See his column about the
Holy Land on page B7)

-revealed a place of wor-
-ship with solid bones as
.old contractors tend to say

wrrhan Jnmmaantine hicdawiaal

the place was in good shape
and was optimistic based
on what he saw: beautiful
woodvwork, tall ceilings, or-
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tent’s hack straight,

Dixon said the building
and grounds are going to be
protected through protec-
tive covenants administered
by the Edenton Historical
Commission. This is the ﬁrst
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ton Historical Commission’s
newly instituted preserva-
tion covenant program.

_ While many individu:
I ie ‘saving of Si. John's
Ohvirch, 1 was dohn More:
head who really did the ma-

Jjority of the work to see that

this building was saved. All

of us in Edenton owe John
Morehead an enormous
thank you for all his efforts
and for the ongomg pres-
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Town officials
and church
leaders
gathered
Tuesday
morning to
pay homage to
a new, albeit
old, house of
worship. When
repairs are
completed,

St. George’s
Orthodox
Church
parishioners
will praise

God within

the historic St.
John's Church.

A mustard seed of an
idea

Guided by Gods hand,
Si. Georges parishioner and

the church and parish hall
are complete, Morehead
said, St. George's congrega-
tion anticipates moving into
the St. John's property at
some point this spring.

“The congregation will
retain the name St. George's
Orthodox Church, but will
honor and maintain the
distinguished history of the
property as the former St.
John'’s Church and St. John'’s
School,” he said.

Morehead said that while
working with the National
Trust’s representatives to
Edenton for the Kadesh
AM.E. Zion Church restora-
tiongrantsinJuly 2017, John
Morehead of St. George's
and Dixon of St. Paul’s ob-
served that the nearby St.
John's Church had been
vacated by the tenant that
had been occupying it since
2009.

Discussions then began
immediately in July 2017
with the Right Reverend
Robert Skirving, Bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of
East Carolina, about the
possibility of achieving the
St. John's property’s preser-
vation through its donation
to St. George’s Orthodox

Church, which has out-
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was driven to find a new

home for the church = a

place of worship that he is
very proud of.

Buurning the midnight oil
Monday evening, Morehead
explained to the Chowan
Herald the minutiae about
what made this dream be-

“Through the efforts no-

fably of Divon, Hood Fllig

and the Reverend Malone
Gilliam, all from St. Paul's

lipiscopal Chureh, and fol-
lowing endorsement by the
vestry of St. Paul's, the Trust-
ees of the Diocese of East
Carolina, ultimately decided

The Trustees' decision is
summarized by one of the
paragraphs recited in the
deed of gift to St. George’s.

“The Trustees of the Dio-
cese accordingly have con-
cluded that the best resolu-
tion for the property and its
restorative repair and pres-
ervation would be its own-
ership and occupancy by a
liturgical Christian Church’s
local congregation that has
a demonstrated record of
advocacy, funding, capa-
bility, and achievement in
the repair, restoration, and
preservation of historic ar-
chitecture for church use,”
Morehead said.

The deed of gift was ex-
ecuted on Feb. 2, 2018, be-
ing remarkably the fifteenth
anniversary of the Edenton
Orthodox Mission’s first
worship service in 2003.

The negotiated agree-
ment’s main provision was
the simultaneous execu-
tion by St. George’s Church
of a Historic Preservation
Agreement with the Eden-
ton Historical Commission,
in the same form developed
by Preservation North Caro-
lina (the Historic Preserva-
tion Foundation of North
Carolina) and recorded for
many f[istoric  properties
in Edenton and across the

Nato

Through its building fund

accumulated over the past

1l yoarg the Owthodes

congregation in the coming
days will contract repairs
to the roof on and around
the church tower and the
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schaooliower at St. John's,
repaiz damaged siding and a
damaagel window and two
doorss vhere rain water
has Likevise been entering,
and wil repair the accl-
mulzated damage beneath
the ££wotowers and around
the dous, besides replac-
ing ssome of the heating and
coolling equipment and un-
dertaking a repainting of the
exterior and arehabilitation
of the floor in the nave.

A it of history

The Edenton Orthodox
Misssin Station was 0Orga-
nizedn 2002 and had itS
firsst service on February 2,
20103 - the Feast of Candle-
maas, or the Presentation of
Chhrist in the Temple, on the
forticth day after His birth

Semimonthly ~ services
wrere held in what's now
the County Social Services
Building, at the end of West
Fresmason Street, until
July of 2006, when weekly
services began in St. Anne’s
Parish Hall.

I October 2007 the
Edenton Mission Station
Tegan renting the Suffolk
& Carolina Railway's 1902
passenger depot on East

King Street at the corner of
-Qakum Street.

Later in October 2007,

the Archbishop of the Or-

thodox Diocese of the
South came fto Edenton,
blessed the building for ser-
vices, and granted the Mis-
sion its permanent name of
St. George’s Church.

After some initial car-
pentry work, weekly ser
vices began in the depot in
December 2007.

Soon the depot’s largest
room, originally the wait-
ing room for black pas-
gengers, was restored to its
original 1902 appearance
for an Orthodox chapel,
and services there began in
October 2008.

In recognition of the res-
toration of the depot inte-
vior for a church, the Eden-
ton Historical Comumission
invited and opened the
puilding for its Christmas
Candlelight Tour in 2011,
9012, 2015, and 2016.

In August St.
George’s Church received
its resident priest, Fr. Bene-
dict Churchill, who remains
part-time the Editor of St
Viadimir's Seminary'’s Press.

Check it Out

Next Sunday, the St
George’s congregation
plans to offer a look in-
side the historic St. John's
Church building at 2 short
Service of Thanksgiving at
12:30 on Feb. 11. The public
is invited. er informa-
tion is available by calling
St. George’'s Church at 482-
2006.

Roland and Anthony Perry,
the sons of the late Mrs.
Beatrice Perry, wish 10
thank our many relatives
and friends who reflected
on our Mother's life and

- for your many gxpressions

of sympathy. She would
have been SO pleased.
We are grateful, and your
thoughtfulness will always
be remembered and
deeply appreciated.

\We are S0 blessed to have
you in our lives.

Thank you for being there

. ith us during that period of !

our bereavement.
Humbly submitted,

Anthony and priscilla Perry
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